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PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE
STATE IN ENSURING THE DEVELOPMENT
OF VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS

Abstract: In the context of globalization, society acts as a defender
of historical, national and cultural traditions, justifying the state’s position on the
degree of its participation in integration processes. Improvement of civil society
becomes possible with the constant expansion of the state’s social functions, while
social development leads fo constant changes in the social structure, based on the
emergence of new associations of citizens defending their interests, including
volunteer associations. Volunteering has become an important element
in improving the quality of life and supporting modern societies, which is why it is
recognized as a major social force in social development. The state, represented
by its bodies and officials, supports the public initiative to carry out volunteer
activities, guarantees and ensures the protection of the rights, freedoms and
legitimate interests of volunteers, recipients of volunteer assistance, organizations
and institutions that involve volunteers in their activities.
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Problem Statement. Historical experience shows that the
interconnection and interaction of the state and society become the
key to the power of a country’s political system. New historical
conditions have radically changed the idea of democratic statehood.
The state becomes democratic only when it reflects the interests of the
people, its majority, when it coordinates the activities of state bodies,
local governments and civil society institutions, including volunteer
organizations. Such coordination ensures the implementation of the
state’s policy.

Analysis of Recent Research Publications. The issue of civil society,
as well as the democratic Social Law State, is quite developed in foreign
and domestic science, as it is based on a significant and multifaceted
experience of their functioning. Such researchers as Vlasiuk O. S.,
Demidenko A., Dvigun A., Krysachenko V. S., Liubchenko P. M.,
Nechyporenko O. M., Novikov M. M., Petryshyn O. V., Potapenko V.,
Skrypniuk O.V, Stepyko M. T. conducted a number of studies on these
issues, but this issue has not lost its relevance, since the state and civil
society are in the process of constant development and transformation,
which led to the emergence of the volunteer movement, and this,
in turn, determines the objective — to analyze the development
of volunteer activity as one of the main activities of civil society
institutions.

Research and Discussion. Some preconditions for the formation
of civil society potentially exist in the culture of any nation. The
formation and development of a democratic civil society is considered
by scholars to be an integral part of the global process of modernization,
the transition from a traditional society to a legal society, from
an agrarian to an industrial society. [13, c. 7].

Civil society is primary to the Law State, but the state has
an independent mechanism of functioning. Society is the social
foundation of the state and, at the same time, its social environment
[5, c. 29]. Society participates in the formation and functioning of the
state, in accordance with its interests and values, restraining and
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controlling it in a certain way. Only in the presence of civil society can
a democratic state based on the rule of law exist, develop and
successfully solve its problems. It is the state that recognizes, guarantees
and enshrines the rights and obligations of a person and a citizen, and
regulates legal relations arising in civil society. Indeed, civil society
is a voice and advocate for the interests of various social groups and
citizens. It is able to make a significant contribution to the sustainable
development of the state by providing social services, promoting social
entrepreneurship, increasing the number of jobs and self-employed
persons, improving the business environment, fighting corruption,
promoting transparency of state and local authorities and implementing
other socially beneficial projects, and civil society institutions
in Ukraine also play an active role in promoting the restoration
of territorial integrity and peace building [10].

In modern conditions, the concept of «civil society» is quite broad
in content and covers a significant amount of not always homogeneous
social phenomena. In particular, it refers to a set of non-political
relations, such as socio-economic, moral, religious, and national,
along with a wide range of correlating social institutions. The core
of these relations is made up of various social subjects (family, classes,
social strata, nations), which are linked by common interests
of a political, socio-economic, cultural and moral nature [6, c. 271].
These institutions form the basis of civil society; moreover, their
effective functioning is the main indicator of the maturity of this
phenomenon.

At the current stage of historical development, the world
is witnessing a trend towards further development of civil society.
Today, civil society institutions operate in most public spheres: in the
field of human and civil rights protection, representation of interests
of different groups of citizens, provision of social and other services,
charity and volunteer activities, implementation of educational and
cultural projects, environmental protection, analysis of state policy
implementation, monitoring of government activities, anti-corruption
activities, etc. [10]. In the context of the globalization, it is the society
that protects historical, national, and cultural traditions, justifying the
state’s position on the degree of its participation in integration
processes. Improvement of civil society is possible only if the social
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functions of the state are constantly expanded. At the same time, social
development leads to constant changes in the social structure, based
on the emergence of new associations of citizens defending their
interests, including volunteer associations.

Events in the world over the past decade have forced people who
wanted to influence social development to unite in certain movements.
This was due to a common ideology. At the same time, the civil society
organizations operating at that time had to solve both human resources
and financial issues. Naturally, in such circumstances, CSOs engaged
volunteers in their work and participation in their events, which
removed some issues from the agenda, as volunteers found their own
way out of the situation (whether through sponsorship or in other
ways). Thus, volunteering has facilitated, and in some cases even
stimulated, the involvement of citizens in changes in almost all spheres
of life. Thus, since the end of the 20th century, the volunteer movement
has become very popular [2, p.166]. Eventually, in 1985, the
International Volunteer Day was established at the global level [11],
thus emphasizing the role and benefits of volunteering at the
international arena.

Volunteerism has become an important element in improving the
quality of life and supporting modern societies, which is why it has
been recognized as a major social force in social development. At the
same time, there is a constant conflict of interest in society between
different actors, which is quite difficult to overcome. As a result, it is
quite natural that in a democratic society certain contradictions result
in a broader contradiction between the majority, which is able
to influence the final decision in its favor, and the minority, which
lacks the potential for such influence. As a result, the social structure
of society is characterized by extreme instability, both at the level
of processes within social groups and at the level of processes between
them. In particular, insufficient awareness of citizens and civil society
institutions about the role and capabilities of civil society in the
national development and the form of interaction of its institutions
with the public sector and business leads to a low level of inter sectoral
cooperation in various spheres of public life, especially at the regional
and local levels. Stimulating the development of volunteer activity and
active involvement of volunteer assistance, including the introduction
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of relevant state and local programs, intensification of educational
work to disseminate best practices of volunteer activity, is becoming
a strategic task of the state in this direction [10]. Thus, in order
to promote the development of the volunteer movement in Ukraine,
the legislation provides that the central bodies of executive power
in partnership with non-profit organizations and institutions that
involve volunteers in their activities, as well as other organizations that
promote the development of volunteerism, create, develop, launch,
administer and develop an information and analytical platform for
informing about volunteering opportunities in Ukraine and abroad,
create conditions for supporting civil society institutions in attracting
volunteers [12].

By ensuring the free development of social groups and individuals,
recognizing human rights and freedoms as inalienable, and
subordinating its activities to the interests and needs of society, the
state itself changes qualitatively. The emergence of new competing
interests and needs of civil society, the need to reconcile them, cause
a change in the rule of law, which is gradually expanding the range
of human and civil rights and freedoms that it recognizes, guarantees
and protects, resulting in its transformation into a social model. Thus,
the degree of maturity of civil society determines the level of democracy
of the state. Without a mature civil society, it is impossible to build
a Law State. Optimal human coexistence can only be formed by free,
conscious people [7, c. 79].

At the same time, the continuous improvement of a democratic,
social state governed by the rule of law is a crucial factor in the
modernization of civil society. It operates on the territory of the state
and is represented by its citizens. The state is able to create favorable
or unfavorable conditions for the establishment and functioning
of civil society, thereby significantly influencing it. Therefore, in order
to ensure legal relations of civil society, it is necessary to limit state
power through the active participation of civil society and its
institutions. The basis of the state’s activities in promoting the
development of civil society is respect for its autonomy. The state
authorities and local self-government bodies, avoiding interference
in the formation and activities of civil society institutions, should
create favorable conditions for the development of civic initiatives,
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including volunteer organizations, use transparent mechanisms
to support the activities of civil society institutions and implement
instruments of public participation in the adoption and implementation
of government decisions. The state, represented by its bodies and
officials, supports the public initiative to carry out volunteer activities,
guarantees and ensures the protection of the rights, freedoms and
legitimate interests of volunteers, recipients of volunteer assistance,
organizations and institutions that involve volunteers in their activities,
as provided for by the Constitution of Ukraine and laws. State and
local authorities and their officials shall provide favorable conditions
for volunteer activities, increase the public prestige of such activities
and create preconditions for their development, support and
encouragement of volunteer activities in Ukraine [12].

The relationship between a modern democratic, Social Law State
and civil society is based on constant mutual concessions, the desire
to overcome contradictions and seek harmony. The activities of such
a state are aimed primarily at strengthening the position of the so-
called middle class as the social basis of civil society. Under this
condition, relations between the state and civil society will be as
effective as possible.

Civil society achieved significant success recently, particularly
through the efforts of volunteer organizations. These groups were
at the forefront of providing essential resources for civilians amid the
ongoing the war and humanitarian crisis in Ukraine: for example,
by managing evacuations and assisting vulnerable communities. Both
large and well-established volunteer initiatives, as well as smaller and
recently established ones, made significant contributions toward
assisting the Ukrainian Armed Forces. In a short time, volunteers
developed strong capacities in fundraising, procurement, logistics,
networking, and communications. The significance of their efforts
was widely recognized nationally and internationally [1].

Against the backdrop of volunteerism and the development of civil
society, the task of the rule of law is to ensure the establishment of the
rule of law, the separation of powers, the recognition of each person
as the highest social value, and to promote the interests of both
individuals and society as a whole. A democratic state governed by the
rule of law certainly takes into account the interests of certain social
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groups and segments of the population, but above all, it ensures the
general interests and needs of the entire society. Only the rule of law,
supplemented by the principle of the welfare state, can actually provide
favorable conditions for the full and effective functioning of civil
society and its institutions. One can agree with the statement that the
state is the external political and legal shell of society, and society is the
social environment, the social shell in which the state functions
[4, c. 44].

Some studies note that civil society is an objective reality that
cannot be eliminated by any political regime. After all, state power
can deform civil society or minimize the autonomy and independence
of individuals and social groups, but it cannot destroy the material and
spiritual life of people [3, c. 11]. We can generally agree with this
statement, because the foundation of civil society lies in the social
nature of a person, his or her tendency to communicate and interact
with other people. At the same time, the full realization of the full
positive potential of civil society is possible only in a democratic
political regime. This is obvious, since the essence of democracy
is a constant dialogue between social groups and political institutions,
and, accordingly, between civil society, including volunteer
organizations, and the state, which is aimed at achieving agreement.
According to scholars, democracy is a system that, while allowing for
an open clash of interests, still ensures coordinated policy making and
control over its implementation. In order for this system to be effective,
it is necessary to implement fundamental legal values and to involve
the widest circles of society in the democratic process [9, c. 43].
An open society becomes when each individual has the freedom to act
in a particular situation in accordance with personal, group and
general interests, the ability to set priorities for themselves, and
responsibility to society and the state. The more developed the society,
the broader the basis for a democratic state, the greater the development
of civil society institutions, including volunteer organizations.

Today, the volunteer movement in Ukraine is a manifestation
of new social movements in post-industrial societies. It is networked
and consists not of members but of supporters. Volunteerism
in Ukraine is one of the few forms of real democratic movements that
have a mosaic of funding from below and are aimed at fulfilling the
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social functions of civil society. Anti-corruption, gender,
environmental, and other civil society organizations operate mostly
with the financial support of international foundations, but unlike
volunteering, they have not become real social movements and still
perform the function of social entrepreneurship. Therefore, support
for democratic initiatives from below (including volunteerism) can
be one of the real arguments for the formation of democratic
institutions in the context of European integration [8].

Conclusions. Thus, the interdependence of a modern democratic
Social Law State and civil society is obvious, and their interaction
is the key to the successful development of society and the state,
including in the field of volunteering. This vision of the relationship
between civil society and the state allows us to draw the following
conclusions. A democratic law state and civil society are characterized
by a number of common political and legal features. The Law State
is a tool for ensuring the viability of civil society and protecting its
interests. In turn, civil society is an important indicator of the
effectiveness of the Law State.

Considering the role of civil society in various spheres of public
life, in particular, the importance of volunteering, creating favorable
conditions for the development of society and establishing interaction
with its institutions is an important task of public authorities and local
governments. In turn, a developed economy and social welfare create
opportunities for improving civil society and the democratic social
state itself. Only after economic reforms and democratization of all
spheres of public life, a developed civil society with specific institutions
and diverse interests that are independent of political power and state
control can be formed.
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0. C. I'osoBameHko

YyacTb rpoMaiiHCbKOro CyCHijIbCTBA Ta JepKaBH y 3a0e31mevYeHHi pO3BUTKY
BOJIOHTEPCHKHX OpraHizamii

Anomauia. Ilpobaemamuka epomMadancbko2o cychinbemea, mak camo
AK 1 demokpamuuHoi coyianrbHoi npasosoi depicasu, € 00804i pO3POOAEHOH
¥ 3apy6ixcHill ma 8im4U3HsAHIl Hayyi, OCKINbKU CRUPAEMbCS HA 3HAUHUL | Oa-
eamoacnekmuuil 0ocgio ix ¢ynkuionysanns. I[lpome axmyanvHocmi ye numar-
HA He 8MPAMUA0, OCKINbKU 0epiicasa i epoMadanchke CycninbCmeo 3Haxo0smo-
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cs'y npoyeci NOCMIH020 PO36UMKY | mpancgopmayii, wo cnPUYUHUAO NOABY
B0/N0HMEPCHKO20 PYX).

[legni nepedymosu 0ns cmanoéaeHHs ePOMAOSHCbK020 CYCRiNbCmMEa no-
MeHYIlIHO ICHYIomb Y Kyabmypi 6y0b-1K020 Hapody. CmaHo8AeHHs Ma pO36UMOK

0eMOKPamu4Ho20 2POMAOAHCLKO20 CYCRIAbCMBA PO32AA0aEMbCA HAYKOBUAMU
SK CKAA008a YACMUHA 3G2aAbHOCEIM08020 npouecy modeprizauii. IpomaodsHcovke
CYCRiNbCmeo € nepeuHHUM 8iOHOCHO NPABo8oi depiicasu, 60HO Oepe yuacmo
y ghopmyeanni ma @yrHKyioHysanHi depicasu, 8i0onosiono 0o ceoix inmepecie
i yiHHOCMell, CMpUMYHYU NeBHUM YUHOM [ 30IUCHIONYU KOHMPOAb HAO HEH).
Jluwe 3a HaaéHOCMI 2POMAOAHCLKO20 CYCRINLCMBA MOJice ICHY8amu, po3euea-
mucs i yeniuHo eupiutyeamu c80i 3a80aHHs 0eMOKPAMUUHA NPABOBA Oepicasd.
Came 60na 8u3HAE, 2ApaHMYE Ma 3aKPINAE NPasa i 0008 ’I3Ku AHOUHU [ 2po-
MAOSAHUHA, 8Pe2YNbOBYE NPABOBI GIOHOCUHU, WO BUHUKAIOMb ) 2DOMAOIHCHKOMY
CYCRiNbCMme.

Bymosax enobanizayii came cycninbcmeo aucmynae 3aXucHUKoM icmopuy-
HUX, HAUIOHANBHUX, KYAbMYPHUX Mpaduyiil, 00T pyHmMosyo1u no3uyiro depica-
8u w000 cmyneHs ii yuacmi 6 inmeepayitinux npoyecax. Y0ockoHarenHs epo-
MAOSHCHKORO CYCRINLCIBA CMAE MOICAUBUM 30 YMOBU NOCMITIHO20 PO3ULUPEHHS
coyianvHux QyHKyil depiicasu, 600HOHAC COUIANbHUL PO3GUMOK NPU3EOOUMb
00 nocmitiHux 3MIiH COUIanbHOI CMPYKMYpU, 6 0CHO8I AKUX — NOSAEA HOBUX
00°e0Hamb epomadsin, SKi 8idcmoroms céoi inmepecu, ceped AKUX 60A0HMEPCbKi
00°c0HanHs.

Boaonmepcoka disabhicms cmana 8ajicAuguM enemeHmom niosuujeHHs
AKOCMI JcUmms ma niOMpPUMKU CYHACHUX CYCNIAbCME, came MOMY 11020 8U3HA-
AU 8EAUKOI0 COYIANBHOIO CUAOIO 8 CYCRINbHOMY po3eumKy. Bodnouac, y cycnine-
Ccmei NOCMIHO BUHUKAE KOHGAIKM iHmepecie Midc pi3HUMU cy0 ekmamu, SKuil
docums 6adcko nodoaamu. Y peaynbmami 4inkom 3aK0HOMIPHO, W0 y 0eMOKpa-
MUYHOMY CYCHIAbCMBI NeGHI CynepeuHOCmi GUAUBAIOMbCA Y Oiabll WUPOKe
npomupiuus mige Oinbuicmio, wio 30amHa 6NAUEAMU HA NPUUHAMMA KIHUE8020
PIiWeHHs Ha C80H KOPUCMb, | MEHUICIIO, W0 N030a6AeHa NOMeHYIany ons ma-
Koeo enaugy. Ha goni 6ononmepcokoi disnbHocmi ma po3eumky epoMadsHCbKO-
20 cycninbemea, 3a60aHHA NPABoBoi depiicasu noaseac y momy, woo sabesne-
uumu ymeepodceHHs 8epxo8eHcmaea npasa, nooiny 64adu, 8U3HAHHA KOJUCHOI
NH00UHU HAUBUUWOI COUIANbHOIO UIHHICIMIO, CNPUSMU 6MINEHHIO Y ICUMMISL iH-
mepecie K 0Kpemoeo iH0ugida, max i cychnianbCcmea 6 yinomy.

Ypaxoeyiouu poaw epomadamnceioeo cycninocmea y pisnux cghepax cycnine-
HO20 Jcumms, 30Kpema, 3Ha4eHHs 6010HMEPCMEa, Mo CMEOPEHH CHPUAMAUSUX
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VMO8 045 PO36UMKY CYCRIALCMBA MA HANAR0O0NCEHHS 63A€MO0II 3 11020 IHCMU-
Mymamu € 8axicAUBUM 3a80aHHAM 0P2aHie epiucasHoi radu ma opeawie mic-
MpuUMy€e epomadcvKy [Hiyiamuey w000 npoeaodicenus 6040HMePCbKOL
disnbHoCmi, 2apanmye i 3abe3neuye 3axucm npaes, c60000 i 3aKOHHUX IHmMepecié
B0N0HMEDPIB, OMPUMYBAHIE BONOHMEPCHKOI DONOMORU, OpeaHi3auill ma ycmauos,
wo 3anyuaoms 00 ceoei disavHocmi eoronmepie. Opeanu depicasnoi 6aaou
ma micueso2o camosps0y8ants, ix nocadosi ocoou 3abe3neuyroms CNpUSMAUGI
YMO8U 015 301UCHEHHS 80N0HMEPCHKOI OISAbHOCMIE, NIOBUWCHHS CYCRINAbHOO
npecmuicy makoi 0isabHocmi ma cmeopents nepedymos 044 ii po3eumky, nio-
MpUMKU ma 3a0X04eHHs 0issAbHOCMI 60A0HMEpPI6 6 YKpaini.

Karouosi caoea: depicasa, epomadsncoke cycninbcmeo, 60410HMePCbKa
OisnbHiCMb, COYIANbHA NOAIMUKA, COUIANbHA NPABOBA 0eplcasa, iIHCMUmMymu
2POMAOAHCHK020 CYCNinbemea, 0eMoKkpamis, 83aEmodis depicasu ma cychninb-
cmea, 60A0HMEPCLKI 0p2anizayii, 6010HMePCbKULL PYX
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