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Abstract. The article considers the concept of «good governance». the
approaches of international institutions and foreign scholars to the definition
of «good governance» are analysed. the principles of good governance are studied.
the analysis of domestic approaches to understanding good governance is provided.
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Problem statement. The establishment and development of the
rule of law requires the formation of an effective system of public
authorities. For Ukraine, it is important to take into account the
experience of European democracies in view of the European
integration course declared by our country. Good governance
is recognised as one of these standards. Despite the fact that the
substantive characteristics of good governance and its definition are
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not equally understood in either domestic or foreign doctrine, the
means of ensuring good governance are constantly being improved.

Analysis of recent studies. The idea of good governance has become
a subject of scientific research on many occasions, and the means of its
implementation determine the activities of many international
organisations. However, the list of such means is constantly being
supplemented, as good governance is a dynamic category. Therefore,
the study of approaches to the definition of good governance, as well
as its principles, is an important scientific task.

The purpose of this article is to analyse Ukrainian and foreign
approaches to the concept of «good governance» and to define the
principles of good governance.

Outline of the main material. The process of reforming the
Ukrainian state requires solving one of the main tasks — the formation
of a more effective system of state power, whose activities are based
on strict adherence to the principle of legality. In view of the European
integration course declared by Ukraine, such transformations should
be based on the standards of activity developed both in the national
legal systems of democratic European countries and in international
institutions. The ultimate goal of applying such standards is the
functioning of the state to serve the interests of society, respect for
human and civil rights and freedoms, including the right to good
governance.

The term «good governance» is associated with the World Bank’s
studies of the early 90s of the last century. These studies established
a link between the quality of the governance system in a country and
sustainable economic and social development. The fundamental
concepts of democracy and the rule of law are considered to be the
basis for the formation of this concept. According to the researchers,
the implementation of good governance principles should facilitate
the interaction of the state, civil society and business in the process
of effective and responsible management of public affairs in developing
countries.

The concept of good governance and its essential characteristics
have been the subject of research by many international organisations,
including the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), the European Commission for Democracy
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through Law or the Venice Commission, the World Bank, the United
Nations (UN), and the European Commission. However, there are
different approaches to its definition in the scientific literature and
among international organisations dealing with good governance.

For example, as defined by the Council of Europe, good
governance is the responsible conduct of public affairs and the
management of public resources [1]. The United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime defines good governance as the process by which
public institutions conduct public affairs and manage public resources
in a manner that promotes the rule of law and the realisation of human
rights (civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights) [9]. And
the Regional Section of the International Organisation of United
Cities and Local Governments emphasises that good governance aims
to minimise corruption, take into account the views of minorities,
listen to the voices of the oppressed in decision-making, and actively
respond to the needs of the community now and in the future [4].
There are also different definitions of good governance in the national
literature. In particular, it is defined as a concept that regulates legal
relations between civil society, public administration and the private
sector on the basis of basic principles of democracy and the rule of law
of law [7, p. 5]. In other words, the definitions of good governance
place different emphasis on certain aspects of state governance aimed
at implementing the principles of the rule of law, legality, and human
rights. Also, different approaches to good governance focus on the
application of the concept in the public authorities or on the
involvement of civil society institutions.

There are no single approaches to the principles of good
governance either. For example, some international organisations,
including the Economic and Social Commission for Asia-Pacific
and the aforementioned Regional Section of the International
Organisation of United Cities and Local Governments, identify eight
such principles: participation, rule of law, transparency,
responsiveness, consensus-based, equity and inclusiveness, efficiency
and effectiveness, and accountability [4]. In turn, the UN Human
Rights Council identifies only five key features of good governance:
transparency, responsibility, accountability, participation, and
responsiveness to people’s needs [2]. On the contrary, the Council
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of Europe identifies an extended list of twelve principles of good
governance: fair elections, responsiveness, efficiency and
effectiveness, openness and transparency, rule of law, ethical
behaviour, competence and capacity, innovation and openness
to change, sustainable development and long-term orientation, good
financial management, human rights, cultural diversity and social
cohesion, and accountability [1].

The main characteristics of good governance are mentioned in the
documents of various international institutions, although there
is currently no established list of such characteristics. For example,
the United Nations (UN) recognises the following as the main
components of good governance: transparency, responsibility,
accountability, participation, responsiveness to human needs [12].
And the White Paper on European Governance (these documents are
issued by the European Commission and contain proposals for
measures in certain areas) names openness, participation, efficiency,
coherence and accountability as the main principles of good
governance [13].

It should also be added that the concept of «good governance»
was not enshrined in law before the adoption of the Charter
of Fundamental Rights of the European Union of 07.12.2000
(hereinafter — the Charter). The Charter in its Article 41 establishes
the right of everyone to good administration, i.e. the right to an
impartial and fair hearing within a reasonable time by the institutions
and bodies of the European Union [9]. It includes the right to be
heard, access to administrative acts, and the obligation of administrative
bodies to justify their decisions. It is worth noting that this document
uses the term «good administration» rather than «good governance»,
which is not accidental.

According to experts of the Venice Commission, the concept
of good administration is a component of good governance, but it is
based on clearly defined procedural rights, and therefore is a legal
concept. Domestic scholars see the significance of the Charter’s
normative enshrining of the right to good governance in the fact that
it has transformed «some elements of the objective principle of legality
into a subjective right to good governance» [8], introduced the
possibility for a person to demand behaviour from public authorities
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based on the rule of law, and created legal grounds for protecting this
right in judicial institutions.

However, the implementation of the concept of good governance
in the activities of supreme public authorities should, in our opinion,
also include certain preventive mechanisms of influence on government
institutions. They should be able to either prevent the occurrence
of damage at all or ensure the removal of government institutions from
public administration after the commission of unlawful acts before the
occurrence of damage is proved in court, which does not exclude
compensation in the future, but will prevent further offences. It is
believed that such preventive mechanisms can be found, in particular,
in the constitutional and legal responsibility of public authorities. And
since the implementation of the concept of good governance
in domestic practice is often associated with the constitutional and
administrative reform of the executive branch of power, the
establishment of constitutional and legal responsibility of the
government is of paramount importance.

The practical implementation of the principles of good governance
also depends on finding an optimal and effective system of tools,
including e-governance [5]. A similar position is shared by a number
of international institutions. For example, the United Nations
Development Programme in Serbia identifies four main areas of good
governance: public financial management, rule of law and public
administration reform, inclusive political processes and public
participation, and digital innovations [10]. And among the areas
of good governance implementation, the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) identifies the implementation
of e-government solutions [3]. The latter, in turn, is related to the
exercise of citizens’ voting rights through electronic voting (e-voting).

Modern foreign studies also suggest that e-parliament should
be included in the list of means of ensuring good governance. For
example, scientific papers focus on the connection between good
governance and e-government, as the latter contributes to the
efficiency of the functioning of public authorities [6], and the 2010
UN report on the implementation of e-parliament in the world states
that e-parliament should be based on the strategic goals of strengthening
democracy and good governance [14].
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Thus, it can be concluded that although the concept of good
governance is currently in need of clarity and a more precise categorical
apparatus. Definitions of good governance focus on its application
in public administration or in the civil sector as well; on the focus
of good governance on achieving goals such as the rule of law,
democracy, anti-corruption, etc. At the same time, good governance
is gradually acquiring its own content and guarantees
of implementation. The constitutional and legal liability of public
authorities in various forms, including in the form of judicial liability,
may become one of the elements of the mechanism for exercising this
right. The means of ensuring good governance include the use
of modern electronic technologies both in the formation of government
bodies (e-voting) and in their functioning (e-parliament).

The means of ensuring good governance include the use of modern
electronic technologies both in the formation of government bodies
(e-voting) and in their functioning (e-parliament). The use of such
technologies will obviously expand to include the executive branch
of the government, as well as the institution of the head of state.
Therefore, the concept of good governance will remain a relevant issue
for further research.
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A. O. Myprimesa

IToHATTS Ta NMPUHIMITK «HAJIEZKHOTO BPSAYBAHHS»: YKPAiHChKi Ta 3apyOiKHi
MiIX0au A0 PO3YMiHHS

Anomauia. Y cmammi po3easiHymo noHAMmMsA <HAAedlCcHe 8PA0YBAHH».
NPOAHANiz08aHo nidxo0u Mid@CHapoOOHUX IHCMUmMYyitl ma 3apyOidicHUX HAyKo8uie
00 8U3HAYEHHS NOHAMMSA <HANCICHE 8PA0YBAHHS». 00CAIONCEHO NPUHUUNU HA-
NEJCHO20 8PAJYE8AHHA. HAOAHO AHANI3 6IMYUHAHUX Ni0X00ié 00 PO3YMIHHA HA-
ANEJUCHO20 8PA0YBAHHSA.

Ha nouamky docaidcenns 3a3nauerno, wo npoyec peqhopmyeanHts yKpain-
CbKOI Depiicagu Mae 00HUM i3 C80iX 3a80aHb (POPMYBAHHS eqheKMUBHOT cucmemu
depoicasroi nadu, OisnbHiCMb K0T TPYHMYEMbCA HA HEYXUABHOMY OOMPUMAH-
Hi npUHYUNY 3aKOHHOCMI. 3 02140y Ha npoeosouleHull YKkpainorw espoinmeepa-
YillHUil Kypc, maki nepemeopenHs Maromo TPYHMy8amucs Ha cmaHoapmax
disinbHoCmi, 8UPOOACHUX AK Y HAUIOHAALHUX NPABOBUX CUCEMAX 0eMOKPaAMuUY-
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HUX €BPONELICOKUX KPAiH, MAK | Ha MidCHapoOHoMmY pieni. Memoro 3acmocygan-
H MaKux cmanoapmie € yHKUIoOHy8anHs depicasu 8 inmepecax cycninbcmea,
noeaea 0o npae i c60600 AwuHU i epomadanuna. Takum y3aearvHOYUM
CMaHoapmom € Hanedxiche 8ps0y8anHts, ike BUHUKAO K 8CEOXONAIIUA KOHUeN -
Yis, CNPAMOBAHA HA NOKPAWEHHS 0epICcaBHO20 YNPABAIHHA, HAOAHHA NYONTUHUX
nocaye ma nokpauieHHs 83aEmodii deparcasu, 0izHecy, 2pOMAOIHCLK020 CYCRiNb-
cmea.

Tepmin «HanexncHe 8psa0ysanus» acoyitoemucsa 3 docaioncenusmu Ceimosoeo
banky, npogedenumu Ha nowamky 90-x pokie munynoeo cmosimms. Lli docai-
0JiCeHHsT 6CMAHOBUAU 38 930K MidC AKIiCMIO cucmemu 8psa0y8aHHs 6 Kpaiui
ma cmanum eKoHoMiuHuM i coyiansHum po3gumiom. OcHo8or 0ns gopmysan-
HA yiel KoHuenyii eeancaromocs GyHOamMeHmanrvHi NOHAMMS 0emMoKpamii
ma eepxoeencmea npasa. Ha dymky 0ocaionukie, 6npoeadiceHHs NPUHYUNIe
0do6poeo 8pA0YBaAHHSA MAE CNPUSIMU 83AEMOOIT Depicasu, epomMadsIHCbK020 CyC-
ninbemea ma 6isHecy  npoyeci egpeKkmueHo20 ma 8i0n08i0aIbH020 YNPABAIHHS
depicagHumu cnpagaml 8 Kpainax, uwjo po3eusarmsCs.

Konuenuis nanexcrnoeo epsdysanns ma ii ocHosHi xapakmepucmuxu 6yau
npeomemom 00caionceHHs b6azamvox mixcHapoorux opearizayii (Opeanizauii
eKOHOMIUH020 chigpobimHuymea ma pozeumky, €sponeiicvkoi Komicii «3a
demokpamiro uepe3 npago» abo Beneuiancovroi komicii, Ceimogoeo 6anky,
Opeanizauii 06’eonanux Hayiit, €sponeiicokoi komicii moujo). O0nak nioxoou
00 NOHAMMS HANEIICHO20 8PAJYBAHHS Pi3HAMbCSA. B Hux akuenmyemocs yeaza
Ha Pi3HUX cYO EKMax HANeNCHO20 8PSADY8AHHS, A MAKONC HA PIBHUX UinsaX, 00-
CACHEHHIO AKUX CNPUAE KOHUENYis.

Y pobomi npoananizoeani nioxodu 0o eusHaueHHs HANIHCHOO0 BPAOYEAHHS,
a makooic 0o okpecaeHHs Koaa 1020 NPUHYURNIG. 3ayeadiceno, wo pearizayis
NPUHUUNIE HANEICHO20 8PAOYBAHHS 3AAeHCUMb 8I0 HAOOPY IHCMPYMEHmMIE pea-
sizauii. Buacu nowupenns inghopmayitino-KomyHiK ayitinux mexrnonoeiii do ma-
KUX iHcmpymeHmie nouanu 6ioHocumu eaeKkmpoHHo20 8pa0y8ants, OCKINbKU
OCMAHHE ChpUsc NidsuueHHIo edhekmugHocmi PYHKUIOHYB8AHHS 0peaHie dep-
acaeroi enadu. OcmatHe, y c80i0 uepey, 08 a3ame 3 peanrizayicio subOpYUX npas
2pomaosn uepe3 eneKmponHe 2oaocys8antsa. Takodc 0o makux incmpymenmi
6apmo gionecmu e-napaameHm ma 3acoou ioeo peanizayii.

Ha ocHogi npogederoco docaiddcers 3p00aeH0 8UCHOBOK , Ul KOHUenuis
HANeJNCHO20 8PA0YBAHHS 6Ce e NOMpedye YMOUHeHHS ma Oinbul 4imKo2o Ka-
meeopianvroco anapamy. Boonouac, nanesicne padyeants nocmynogo Habysae
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81ACHO20 3MICMY ma eapanmiil peanizayii. Bukopucmarnus cyuacHux ingopma-
YIUHUX MexXHOA02Ill, PO3UWUPEeHHs IX nepeaiKy ma Moxcaugocmeil nompedysa-
mume maKoic po3uUPeHHst KOAa 0epIuCasHUX IHCmumymis, 0isAbHiCb AKUX
CRpUsIMUME 8NPOBAONCEHHIO eAeKMPOHHO20 8PA0YBAHHSL I, K HACAIOOK, peani-
3ayii idei Hanedxucrnozo epsadysanns. Tomy KoHyenyis HaNeNCHO20 8pA0Y8aAHHS
3ANUMAMUMEMbCS AKMYANbHUM RUMAHHAM 015 NOOAAbUIUX 00CATONCEHD.

Karouosi caosa: epsdysanns, nasedicre 8pa0y8aHHs, NPUHUUNU HANEHCHO-
20 8pA0y8aHHA
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